2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

To our Grand Point Church family
and friends,
Wishing you the full measure of
PEACE this Christmas season and
God’s greatest blessings for the New
Year!

Pastor Lawrence & Penny

The Year in Review
When the wife of Winston Churchill’s doctor asked him which year of his life he would want to re-live, Churchill
replied, “1940” every time. I find it interesting that Churchill chose his most difficult year as his repeat year.
Churchill became the Prime Minister of Great Britain on May 10, 1940. He took the helm after years of British
appeasement left Great Britain in a perilous position. Hitler and Nazi Germany seemed invincible. Nations fell like
dominoes before them: Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, and
France all bowed to the Third Reich.
The United States, refusing to send its boys into battle, stood on the sidelines, leaving Great Britain to fight alone
for freedom in Europe. In June 1940, more than 350,000 British and French soldiers were stranded on Dunkirk.
Nightly bombings wreaked havoc on London. Death and destruction reigned. Britain was ill-prepared. Guns,
ammunition, tanks, battleships, and especially airplanes were all in short supply. And that was the year Churchill
wanted to repeat?!
The theme he chose for the second volume of his history of World War II was, “How the British people held the fort
ALONE till those who hitherto had been half blind were half ready.”
Churchill, facing the might of Nazi Germany, illustrated a word God expects of His people:

Immovable!

Writing to the church of Corinth, the
Apostle Paul penned these words,
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in
the Lord your labor is not in vain”
(1 Corinthians 15:58 ESV).
Immovable is a word that doesn’t take a
lot of explanation. Immovable people do
not change their status. They stay the
course even if it means standing ALONE.
As I reflect on Churchill and Paul, three
things stand out.

First, without being overly dramatic, I wonder if 2020 is our 1940? A global
pandemic. Crumbling economies. Racial tensions. Multi-trillion-dollar
stimulus packages. Political angst. For GPC, and churches all across our
community and country, we have experienced the tensions of forced and
accelerated change that impacted every one of us. The change was
accompanied by natural fears, hard decisions, conflicting opinions, and
sometimes the feeling of being ALONE. At GPC, we have faced a dramatic
decrease in attendance, adjusted gathering times, staff and volunteer
resignations, and the overwhelming loss of contact with each other.
Second, despite the hardships, setbacks and uncertainties we have not lost our
mission and vision. We have, and will, continue to “help as many people as
possible take their next steps to find and follow Jesus Christ. In many ways,
there has never been a more important time for us to pursue our mission with
the “always abounding” mindset to which Paul refers. GPC resolves to remain
“immovable” in living out the values of: God’s Plans More than Our Plans;
God’s Word More than Our Opinions; God’s People More than our Program;
and God’s Mission More that Our Comfort.
Third, and perhaps most important, we part from the great statesman on
where we place our hope and where we draw our strength. As much as I
admire Winston Churchill’s resolve, his resolve was his source of strength.
For Churchill, Christianity was a crutch. For us, the Christian faith is our
foundation.

This challenge is only a simple thing for the
Lord, for He will make you

victorious

2 KINGS 3:18
To this end, I need to share with you my utmost appreciation for your faithfulness in praying for the church and
its leadership, for your faithful commitment in spite of the changes, and for your willingness to “stay the course”
(immovable) during a very challenging year. I am not sure that 2020 is the year that I will want to repeat, but I
am grateful to be standing with an amazing staff team, supported by a faithful congregation, and surrounded by
generous friends, all intent on helping each other and serving our community through these challenges – which
are real and difficult – but a simple thing for the Lord!
Are these difficult days? Absolutely! But knowing that God will make us victorious, we stand immovable! Penny
and I look forward to sharing a new year with you in 2021. This communication piece is to share pieces of the
story that God is writing in our personal lives and to share some exciting plans for the GPC church family.

*the above story of Churchill was adapted from a letter written by Dr. Thomas L. Kiedis appearing in the Fall 2020 Echo Lancaster Bible College

2020 NEXT STEPS
The GPC Mission is to help as many people as possible take their next steps to find and follow Christ. Finding
Christ is the greatest discovery you will ever make and following Him is the greatest joy you will ever know.

Baptism

Child Dedication

At GPC baptism is outward
testimony to the inward
transformation that happens when
someone finds Christ as their Savior.

At GPC Child Dedication is the
ceremonial blessing of a child, along
with a parental commitment to raise
and train that child to find and
follow Christ.

In 2020 there were 25 individuals
baptized in celebration of their new
life in Christ!

In 2020 there were 11 children publicly
dedicated in our worship services.

Church Membership

Due to the COVID gathering
restrictions, both the Spring and the
Fall membership classes were
cancelled in 2020.

The Year Ahead
It is with great excitement that we have been able to welcome many new guests and attenders to our
services in the past several months. It is also with a great anticipation of reforming some meaningful
connections in worship services, circles, student ministries, and other gatherings that we have chosen to
begin the new year with a series of messages called “Get to the Point.”

Get to the Point

This message series will answer the question “Why?” to
everything that we do. Why do we gather? Why do we
promote circles? Why are we starting another campus?
Why so we have global partners? This series gets to the
point of why we do what we do and will be a great
reminder and orientation to the ministry of GPC.

In February and March, we are planning a series of messages called “The View.” This series is built around the
Scripture from Colossians 2:8, “See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.”

The View

A worldview is the framework from which we view reality
and make sense of life and the world. It’s any ideology,
philosophy, theology, movement or religion that provides an
overarching approach to understanding reality and making
sense of the world. Whether conscious or subconscious, every
person has some type of worldview.
A personal worldview is a combination of all we believe to
be true, and what we believe becomes the driving force
behind every emotion, decision and action. Therefore, it
affects our response to every area of life (politics,
relationships, finances, etc.). A follower of Christ should
have a biblical worldview that is based solely on the infallible
Word of God. When we believe the Bible is entirely true,
then the Scriptures become the framework (lens) by which
we understand absolute and eternal truth.

Seasons
As we noted at the very beginning of the COVID pandemic, we were entering a “season” of change that was
intended to pull us together in spirit and purpose, and at the same time, giving us distance in our gathering
environments. At the Chambersburg campus, this resulted in the change from three Sunday AM services to two
services, including time changes that allowed for a deep cleaning between meetings and less cross-traffic in the
lobby. The addition of a Saturday PM service provided yet another option to meet without a large crowd. These
changes were very successful in meeting the objectives of less crowded and safe gatherings.
Unfortunately, these changes did cause a disruption to one our valued practices of offering a variety of worship
styles for our members. At the Chambersburg campus, the United Worship Experience was dissolved and the 8:15
AM Traditions service was rolled into the 9:00 service led by the band. While there have been many benefits from
these changes, they also led to a diminished participation in leadership and connection from our Traditions
congregants.
We are now in full-mode planning to return to an 8:15, 9:45, and 11:15 AM service format beginning by Easter
Sunday, April 4, or before. Health experts are predicting the worst of the pandemic is yet to be realized and we are
constantly monitoring the status and best-timing for this change. The continuation of the Saturday PM service is
also being assessed and will be determined during the first quarter of the year.
Again, I can’t thank you enough for your willingness to weather a season where we did our best to keep our
gatherings safe and provide the opportunities to gather.

Staff
This past year, several changes occurred within our staffing
that have led to transitions in our ministry to kids, worship
leading, pastoral care, and productions. In the summer,
Kristy Bowers retired from her position as Kids Point
Director, transitioning that role to Rodney Bistline and the
Kids Point team. Thank you, Rodney!
In May, Galen Long, resigned from his part-time position
as Worship leader and Choir Director in the Traditions
service. Due to the changes that were made to the service
times and style, Galen offered this resignation, along with
the willingness to serve, as able, in the future.
Galen and Cindy are much-loved at GPC and have served
well! We offer Galen and Cindy our gratitude and honor
their service with this tribute of thanks!
PS: If you are hosting a party, ask Galen to bring the
chocolate milk!

In November, Donald Drury resigned from his part-time position
as Pastor of Congregational Care. Don, and his wife Donna, have
served in this position of visitation in homes, hospitals, prisons,
and nursing homes. Due to COVID restrictions, much of this
ministry has been reduced to phone calls and occasional visits,
which Don and Donna will continue to do on a limited basis.
If you want to hear a story of God’s amazing grace, and make a
quick new friend, track this guy down and ask him to tell you his
story! Don and Donna are both examples of lives transformed by
Christ!
This spring you might find them streaming down the road in their
new camper, enjoying some retirement years together with each
other and enjoying God’s great creation. We offer Don and Donna
our gratitude and honor their service with this tribute of thanks!
***
In December, Shannon Boyer resigned from her full-time position
as Broadcast and Media Director. Shannon accepted a position as
Creative Arts Director at a church in Jupiter, FL and will be
leaving GPC on Sunday, December 27. When you see Shannon,
please join us in saying, “Thanks, for serving well at GPC!”

Elders
At GPC, the Elder Board serves as the organizational leadership team. Its primary role is to serve as advisors to
the Staff team and provide spiritual direction to the congregation. The Elder board consists of seven individuals
appointed by the Elder board and affirmed by the congregation. Each Elder is appointed for a three-year term
and is eligible to serve for two consecutive terms.
Dennis Koontz and Galen Bricker have each completed two consecutive terms in 2020. Thank you, Dennis and
Galen, for your leadership over the past six years. Aaron Feather and Jason Dietz have been appointed to serve
on the Elder board with terms beginning in January 2021.
Aaron is married to Laura and they have three children, Landon, Liam,
and Adalyn. The Feather family lives in Shippensburg and attends GPC
Shippensburg. In addition to their faithful presence and generous
friendship, Aaron and Laura serve in Kids Point and Aaron has, on
occasion, preached in the morning worship services.
Aaron is a Safety Strategist with Cumberland Valley Tree Service and
has demonstrated a leadership gifting both in his work and service at the
Ship Campus.
We welcome Aaron to the GPC leadership team!

Jason is married to Sarah and they have two children, Conner and Lillian.
The Dietz family lives in Chambersburg and attends GPC
Chambersburg. Jason and Sarah are Circle hosts and have served in The
Point Youth ministry. Jason has served as teacher and group leader, and
together built significant relationships with the GPC students and
families.
Jason is a State Police Detective serving in Hagerstown, PA. His role as a
detective, Swat Team Leader, and Union President demonstrates
leadership ability, however, it is his heart for God and the Church that is
greatly admired.
We welcome Jason to the leadership team!
The GPC Elder team includes
• Todd Kirkwood
• Andy Zeigler
• Don Kunkle
• Jason Kibbe
• Fred Rice
• Aaron Feather
• Jason Dietz

GPC Care
GPC is blessed to have Mary Bradshaw and Dr. Andy Carey, not
only as members, but professional counselors serving the members
of our church and community. Mary and Andy serve as independent
contractors and are paid directly by their clients.
Beginning in 2021, the current counseling fees will be eliminated in
exchange for a recommended $20.00 per-visit donation made to
GPC. GPC will now be offering this counseling service as a ministry
of Congregational Care.
Also, beginning in 2021, the phone system will be updated to
provide GPC members access to one of the pastors for after hour
emergency contacts.

Multi-Site and Next Steps
The celebration has already begun for a campus launch in
Greencastle PA! Pastor Mike Carey, his wife Heather and
children, Olivia and Xavier joined the GPC team this year and
are already building the relationships and laying the
groundwork for this expanded ministry opportunity.
The Carey family lives in, and loves, Greencastle! Early in the
new year you will have the privilege of getting to know Mike
better as he engages in pastoral care, preaching opportunities,
and small-group connections.
In order to “build the castle” we want you to pray for the
perfect location and facility and for the team that God is, and
will be, calling to go.
There is much more celebration to come as we ask, and then
wait expectantly for God to reveal His good and perfect plans
for this ministry. Also, pray for Mike, Heather, Olivia and
Xavier as they take bold steps of faith into great adventure of
following God’s call on their lives.

GENERAL FUND 2020
$2,550,459 – projected giving to year end
$2,159,000 – projected expenses to year end
$688,037 – projected fund balance December 31, 2020
FINANCES

FINANCIAL
REPORT

Deposits between $170,778 - $242,480
Expenses between $94,554 -$177,886
Continued Access donations go towards paying down our mortgages
Early payoff of mortgages means expanded dollars for ministry and
tens of thousands of dollars in savings on interest payments
MORTGAGES
Opened in July 2006 for $2,500,000 for 25 years
Current balance: $1,053,780
Interest rate is 3.40% fixed for 6.5 years
$9,627 monthly payment
Opened in July 2015 for $2,300,000
Paid off in January 2020

On December 2, 2020, I successfully defended my Thesis on The Role of Transformational Leadership in
Creating a Culture of Leadership Development at Grand Point Church and received a Doctorate of
Ministry in Executive Leadership from Denver Seminary. This was an academic journey that began in 2014
and has been an amazing journey in my personal leadership development and one that I hope will have
great benefit to the GPC staff, and ultimately the entire church.
I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge those who were instrumental in this accomplishment, as it was
way more than I could have done alone. In addition to an amazing thesis team, editor, and research
consultant, I owe a special thanks to the GPC staff, and their raters, who willingly participated in the
thesis project and endured years of my divided attention. A special thank you to Tammy Bock whose
assistance made me look good, and for Tom & Eva Rickrode who offered their cabin as a writing
laboratory. I also owe the GPC Elder team a ton of gratitude for their faithful support, and the entire
GPC congregation, who unknowingly supported me in this project with prayers, notes, and words of
encouragement along the way. And really, I owe this degree to Penny who has believed in me from the
very beginning and has been my greatest encourager throughout the project. Finally, I thank the Lord who
has shown me His favor by transforming my life and setting me on the life-long journey to become more
like Him!
May God use GPC as the tool to raise up the next generation of transformational leaders!

2021 Sabbatical

At the December Elder Board meeting, the Elders
generously approved a 10-week sabbatical that I will
be taking during the months of May-July. Sabbatical
time will include graduation/vacation in Denver,
visiting churches and family, reading, a few home
projects, and cycling.
As we begin the new year together, Penny and I are
so grateful for the family of faith that we are
privileged to lead. Even though there will be some
time away during the sabbatical, we long for even
closer and deeper relationships with our GPC
family.
Our entire family joins us in wishing you God’s
greatest blessings and the fullness of His joy in this
new year!
Pastor Lawrence & Penny
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